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elastik profile
Elastik is an architectural studio organized between Amsterdam (NL) and 
Ljubljana (SLO) as an international network of individuals who come for-
ward to form project groups according to the specific requirements of a 
given project or of the client in question; hence, the name Elastik. In this 
context, Elastik works independently of various geographic and political 
borders, and as an adaptable meshwork. 

Elastik v.o.f. is a company registered at the Chamber of Commerce in Am-
sterdam since 2004. The studio in Amsterdam is directed by Elastik’s co-
founder and leading architect Igor Kebel. Similarly, the studio in Ljubljana 
is directed by Elastik’s co-founder and leading architect Mika Cimolini. 
Elastik’s members have considerable knowledge in the field of architec-
ture, urbanism and interior design, on the various scale and stage levels, 
for utilitarian, public and private buildings.

With the largest proportion of project located in the Netherlands and in 
Slovenia, Elastik also maintains its international presence. A build-up of 
the international network of collaborators is embedded into the organi-
sational scheme and the working method of Elastik. International proj-
ects can only be realized through the affiliated network of collaborators 
who share the same ambition, production and disciplinary motivation. 
These alliances do no include only architectural firms, but also market-
ing experts, engineering specialists, interface designers, visual gurus, and 
material advisors, which are joining the project think-thank at the earliest 
possible stage of the project. 



awards
2010 2nd prize
PROVADA  beurs stand - architectural competition, Amsterdam

2009 1st prize 
OPEN FRAME proposal at the international Ymere/NAi competition, Am-
sterdam

2009 Honorable mention
SoundGarden , Europan competition, Maastricht

2008 Winner 
the Design Week 2008 selection for the product KT: the listening room, 
The Design Association of Japan and Dezeen, Tokyo

2007 3rd prize 
Area Tobacco Factory, urban-architectural competition, Ljubljana

2007 2nd prize 
GZ Headquarters, urban-architectural competition, Guangzhou

2006 2nd prize 
Nanning Science and Technology Centre proposal, architectural competi-
tion, Nanning

2004 2nd prize
Technological Park proposal, architectural competition, Ljubljana

2004 3rd prize 
Bonifika Elementary School, architectural competition, Koper

2003 Honourable mention
Requalification of the dismissed tobacco factory in Centola: European 
Centre for Emerging Creativities, Pontecagnano Faiano

2002 3rd prize 
School for Economic Studies, architectural competition, M. Sobota 

2002 1st Prize of the Audience
international competition for the new Rotterdam’s city office (STADSKAN-
TOOR ROTTERDAM), Rotterdam



elastik content
Elastik’s goal is to practice architecture closer to the notion of an industrial 
product that depends on a particular cultural “conditions of existence” 
and to develop tailor made concepts that arise out of everyday life as well 
as take into account the users of the spaces themselves and their own 
wishes. We are convinced that architecture shall become more successful 
in addressing everyday desires and producing meaning for the people 
that use it. This meaning is produced through interactive relationship of 
products hard and soft values, hard being their material values, programs, 
functions and techniques and soft being the psychological values, move-
ment in time, social clustering and management of programs. Therefore, 
Elastik is orientated towards developing customized spaces for everyday 
use that are comprised of the material and non-material components of 
»critical geometry« in which users and their wishes play an important role.

We have developed a design method called critical geometry in which the 
postulates of economy, programmes with different daily routines of the 
various users and the material demands of the project, all bargain with 
each other on an equal basis.

The desires of the users and the geometry are composed into a spatial 
composition. Even when dealing with immeasurable, intimate, and indi-
vidual values, we maintain to think relationally and integratively. In an indi-
visible process of translation and adaptation, the intimate world of users 
and their habits are transformed into parameters and geometries, before 
becoming architecturally specific.





SKR Rotterdam, I, 2003, Mixed Use

project data:

source:   International competition, Award of the public, 2002
client:   Municipality Rotterdam, the Netherlands
location:   Rotterdam
facts:   25.000 m2, monumental refurbishment and new extensions, housing, offices, commerce.
stucture:   steel skeleton, glass and reinforced concrete

Elastik Team:  I. Kebel, M. Prins, M. Cimolini

How to create a democratic and open concept of 
scale-less exchange between the city’s offices- and 
citizens, between the existing- and the new, be-
tween individual- and public programs? 

The organization is programmed in time accord-
ing to the shared interest of the users so that it can 
operate around the clock in order to activate new 
urbanity within the entire urban block.   

Due to a primarily public function of Rotterdam’s city 
hall, a democratic and open concept is achieved 
by programming SKR into a flexible sharing- and 
exchange platform with carefully blending the exist-
ing programs, events and infrastructures into a new 
mixture of multiple urban events (working, living, 
shopping, consuming, recreating and educating). 



elastik founders
Mika Cimolini (1971) graduated from the Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana 
where she later worked as an Assistant Professor. She was an art and 
architecture correspondent for Slovene National Broadcasting Company 
(TV Slovenia). She graduated from Berlage Institute in 2001 with research 
into products titled “Whatever You Want” focusing on implementation of 
product design and marketing strategies into architectural organizations. 
She lives and works in Ljubljana.  She has published numerous articles in-
ternationally and produced several short documentary films from the field 
of media and design. Mika Cimolini was also a guest professor at Berlage 
Institute.

Igor Kebel (1970) lives and works in Amsterdam. He studied architecture 
at Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana and also worked there as an Assistant 
Professor. He obtained master degree from the Berlage Institute, dealing 
with integral prototypes that derive out of new ways of how we live and 
work today in his work titled “Just in Time Infrastructure”. After the spe-
cialisation, he has worked for a while as project leader at UN Studio. He  
held position of a  guest professor at the Berlage Institute. He has been 
also teaching at the Staedelschule in Frankfurt. In 2008 he co-founded the 
think-thank “ InBetween”. 




